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Benefits of  Trees
Planting a tree is a great way to keep our waterways clean, healthy and 

beautiful. They’re a natural barrier that helps reduce stormwater runoff  

into our streams, rivers and lakes. Trees can hold rainwater on their 

leaves, needles, and branches and capture water by absorbing it through 

root systems. 

Here are just a few benefits that come from having trees on your 

property:

• When it rains, trees hold the water in their leaves and branches.

• They direct water into the soil and filter it with their roots.

• Their roots hold soil in place to prevent erosion.

• They capture polluted stormwater runoff  from sidewalks, driveways 

and parking lots so it doesn’t flow into our area waterways.

• A single mature tree with a 30-foot crown can intercept more than 

700 gallons of  rain each year.

Planting a tree can be intimidating, but armed with the right tools and 

information, it can be a very simple process. Before you plant a tree, 

check the designated spot carefully. Avoid planting a tree in close 

proximity to underground utilities, power lines, or buildings. Trees need 

space to grow and thrive in order to remain healthy. Call Diggers Hotline 

(1-800-242-8511) before you start planting to avoid hitting buried 

utilities.

Once you have located the perfect spot, talk to your local nursery to find 

the tree that’s right for your location and soil type. There are many trees 

that are native to Wisconsin that are naturally suited for retaining water 

and surviving the winter. Keep in mind that during the first year after it

is planted, your new tree will most likely need extra care. It should be 

staked loosely, watered during the summer and protected from the wind. 

Some trees may require more maintenance than others, so talk to your 

nursery about best practices to keep your tree healthy in the long term. 

Tired of  spending 

hours raking the 

leaves from trees in 

your yard? Try 

mulching them and 

leaving them in t he 

yard  instead! 

This will cut down 

on your work and 

the leaves will 

compost during the 

winter to provide a 

layer of  nutrients 

for your grass. 


