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Rain Barrels
Use a rain barrel to collect rain water where it falls!

One of the best ways to reduce pollution in our rivers and lakes is to 
reduce the amount of water that runs off your property into sewers and 
out into the watershed. Rain barrels are an efficient way to keep the rain 
that falls on your home from running directly into lakes and rivers and 
carrying pollutants with it. 

Here are just a few benefits of adding a rain barrel to your property:
• Rain barrels collect water where it falls and reduce the amount of 

runoff from your property.
• Rain rain water collected in rain barrels are an excellent source of

water for yard maintenance during dry spells and can help you reduce 
your overall water consumption and utility fees.

• Rain barrels can also reduce the risk of basement flooding by directing 
rain water away from a home’s foundation.

• For every inch of rain that falls on 1,000 square feet of a roof, about 
600 gallons of water can be collected.

Rain barrels are connected to the bottom of downspouts to collect rain 
as it runs off a roof. They should be installed only on level surfaces and 
elevated using concrete or cinder blocks or a sturdy wooden stand. 
Elevating a rain barrel increases pressure so, when you’re ready to use it, 
the water flows more quickly.
Most rain barrels have a lid or mesh screen on top to prevent leaves and 
insects from getting into the barrel; spigots for easy drainage; valves that 
can be used to connect multiple barrels together with hoses; and 
overflow valves to direct excess water away from sensitive areas – like a 
house foundation.
If you are interested in installing a rain barrel on your property, you can 
find more information and resources on the Respect Our Waters website 
or through your municipality.

Looking for a easy 
way to make a 

change? 
Try diverting your 
drain spouts into 

your yard instead of 
into your driveway 

or sidewalk. 
This allows the 
water to filter 

through the soil 
before it enters 

groundwater and 
reduces the amount 
of runoff from your 

home!


